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Introduction 
H A R O L D  L A N C O U R  
A S T R I K I N G  P H E N O M E N O N  Of the POSt-War period 
has been the rapid development of the various agencies for the prepa- 
ration of librarians. The older well developed countries have been, 
or are in the midst of, significant remodeling operations in their edu- 
cational systems; the newly developing countries are emerging from 
the period when all their trained personnel must be educated abroad 
and are beginning to establish their own training programs. 
While the year of 1963 for this issue of Library Trends was deter- 
mined largely by chance, it has proven to be a fortunate choice. There 
has been a major advance in library education in many parts of the 
world. A careful reading of the several papers which follow reveals 
a remarkable parallelism in the several developments in many coun- 
tries. I t  is not just accident that new advanced level programs have 
recently begun, or will be instituted shortly, in such widely separated 
places as France, Yugoslavia, Taiwan, England, Nigeria, Poland, and 
the Netherlands. 
The basic reasons for the development of librarianship throughout 
the world are easily summarized, one point leading to the next: ( a )  
the rapid expansion of knowledge and its records and the steady 
growth of literacy have greatly increased the library’s role and func- 
tions throughout the world, ( b )  the librarian’s duties and responsi- 
bilities have multiplied in number and degree, and ( c )  this broaden- 
ing and deepening calls for library personnel with a high degree of 
genera1 and professional education. 
Along with the evidence attesting to the ever higher academic level 
of education for librarianship several other salient points appear again 
and again. One of these is the continuing importance attached to 
practical training within a library. To be sure, this is now generally 
conceived as only a part of the total training in which formal theo- 
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retical instruction is increasingly important, Nevertheless, in Europe 
especially, it is still possible to delay full admission to the profes- 
sional ranks while the student completes his field experience. 
The American and Canadian reader will likely be puzzled by the 
distinction which is drawn in many countries between university li-
brarians and those in public libraries. This does not necessarily imply 
an inferior status to one or the other but is a confirmation of the sharp 
dichotomy which perforce exists in any educational system designed 
to develop an elite. 
Another point worth remarking, which follows from the higher 
standard of education required for librarians, is the lengthening of 
the training period. One year of theoretical training in library science 
is becoming the usual minimum. 
The editors of this issue wish to record their spirited appreciation 
of the work gladly given by the several contributors. This is, truly, an 
international issue in the fullest and most useful sense. Several coun- 
tries are not represented, some because of the limits of available space 
and some because of inability to find a contributor competent to deal 
with the subject. It is expected that reports from the countries not 
represented here will be published later. 
Contrary to the policy of Library Trends, all references in this issue 
have not been verified. In many instances the reference material was 
not readily available in this country. 
Language accent marks have been omitted in some of the manu- 
scripts because of the delay there would have been in obtaining the 
necessary characters. 
The reading of these papers makes abundantly clear the profound 
and lasting influence of the Carnegie Corporation, UNESCO, and, 
more recently, the Ford and Rockefeller Foundations in furthering the 
cause and growth of library education in many parts of the world. 
It should be noted that this issue has brought together for the first 
time, in an intellectual way at least, a wide representation of the lead- 
ers in library education throughout the world. Let it be said clearly, 
here and now, that the time may be at hand for the formation of an 
International Association of Schools of Librarianship. 
